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The Vicissitudes of the Anaphora of Addai and Mari
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After the arrival of the Western missionaries at the dawn of the sixteenth century and the im-
plantation of the Latin Church in India, the Scholastic theology was applied to the sacramental
mysteries of St Thomas Christians, which entailed the insertion of the words of consecration in
the Qurbana (Eucharistic liturgy) celebrated with the Anaphora of Addai and Mari. The
Chaldean Metropolitan Mar Joseph Sulaga (1555-1569), who was taught Latin during his 18
months of detention in Goa, translated the Institution Narrative from the Roman Canon and,
with some characteristic East Syrian additions, introduced it in the Qurbana, but outside the
Anaphora, after the fraction and signing.

In the Synod of Diamper in 1599 Aleixo de Menezes, Archbishop of Goa (1595-1610), mainly
corrected the words of consecration, namely the form of the sacrament, with some modifica-
tions, additions and omissions, but still maintaining the Institution Narrative outside the
Anaphora of Addai and Mari. The Synod of Diamper prohibited all priests, “in virtue of obe-
dience and upon pain of excommunication latae sententiae”, from using the other two anapho-
ras of the East Syrian tradition, attributed respectively to Nestorius and Theodore; and until
today the Syro-Malabar Church has never used them for liturgical celebration. As the Western
missionaries did not comprehend the primitive epiclesis in Addai and Mari as a real Eastern
consecratory epiclesis, the Synod of Diamper did not correct it, but modified a hymn which ex-
plicitly indicated the action of the Holy Spirit in the Qurbana. Francis Ros SJ, the first Latin Bi-
shop of the St Thomas Christians (1599-1624) introduced further modifications in the Institu-
tion Narrative, which still remained outside the Anaphora.

During the period of liturgical reform (1954-1962), the special liturgical commission of the
“Sacred Congregation for the Oriental Church” inserted the Institution Narrative inside the
Anaphora of Addai and Mari for the first time, and the Syro-Malabar Church began to celebrate
Qurbana with the new text in 1962. In the course of further liturgical reform, until the publica-
tion of the present typical edition in 1989, a few minor modifications were also made in the
Anaphora of Addai and Mari.
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