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L’Eglise Maronite: Pont entre I’Orient et I’Occident

Dans cette intervention inaugurale, nous allons partir de I’image du «pont», pour voir com-
ment 1’Eglise maronite, par son expérience liturgique, a accompli cette mission entre la tra-
dition syro-orientale et syro-occidentale. En effet, la liturgie maronite dans son chemine-
ment et son développement a €té un lieu de rencontre de ces deux vénérables traditions.

Nous allons en méme temps souligner les ¢léments qui caractérisent la spécificité de la li-
turgie maronite a partir des anaphores, en mettant en évidence la méthode éclectique que les
Maronites ont toujours suivie, fait qui a aid¢ a la formation de la personnalité liturgique ma-
ronite tout au long de I’histoire. En effet, I’anaphore de St Pierre, dite Sarar, montre bien les
traits de cette personnalité et la particularité de cette liturgie.

Profil biographique

Mgr. Youssef Soueif est né le 14 Juillet 1962 a Chekka (Liban). Il a étudi¢ la théologie et la
philosophie a I’Université Saint-Esprit de Kaslik et fut ordonné prétre le 5 Septembre 1987.

Apres son doctorat en études orientales ecclésiastique aupres du Pontificio Istituto Orientale
(Rome) en 1992, il a commencé a enseigner la liturgie a I’Institut de Liturgie a Kaslik (Li-
ban) et dans plusieurs facultés de Théologie. En 1993, il a ét¢é nomm¢ secrétaire de la Com-
mission Patriarcale Maronite pour la liturgique et, en 1’an 2000, il devient le vice-président
de cette Commission.

Depuis 1992 jusqu’a 2008, il a été curé de plusieurs paroisses et vicaire général de I’archi-
diocése maronite de Tripoli (Liban). Il a fond¢ et dirigé différentes institutions éducatives et
sociales et en Mars 2008 il a été ¢lu président de la Ligue sacerdotale au Liban.

Le Saint-Synode de 1’Eglise Maronite I’a élu comme archevéque de Chypre; le 29 Octobre
2008 Sa Saintet¢ le Pape Benoit XVI a confirmé son ¢€lection et le 6 Décembre de la méme
année, le Patriarche Cardinal Nasrallah Boutros Sfeir 1’a ordonné Archevéque.
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En 2009 il fut membre du CCEE (Conseil des Evéques Catholiques d’Europe), et en 2010
membre de la COMECE (Commission de la Conférence des Evéques de la Communauté
Européenne). Dans ce cadre, il fait des interventions qui reflétent la tradition des Eglises
Orientales au niveau de la pastorale et de spiritualité.

En Avril 2010, le Pape Benoit XVI I’a nommé secrétaire spécial de 1’ Assemblée spéciale du
Synode des évéques pour le Moyen-Orient qui a eu lieu en Octobre 2010 a Rome. Apres la
cléture du synode, Le Pape I’a nommé membre du conseil Spécial pour le Moyen-Orient.

He was born in Chekka — Lebanon taking the name of Fouad, on the 14 of July 1962.

5 September 1987: He was ordained priest in Chekka, by the late Archbishop of Tripoli, Msgr. An-
toun JOUBEIR.

He completed his elementary studies at the schools of Chekka and at the “Collége des Apotres” -
Jounieh.

1974-1982: He completed the complementary and high school studies at the minor patriarchal Se-
minary of Saint Maron in Ghazir (Sagesse School-Jdaidet Al-Maten).

1982-1987: He attended the Major Seminary in Ghazir, and received his Bachelor’s Degree in
Theological Studies at the Holy Spirit University in Kaslik. He also took musical courses (piano).

1992: He received his doctorate in Eastern Ecclesiastical Studies-liturgy, from the Pontifical Orien-
tal Institute in Rome.

Since the year 1988, he established relationships and pastoral activities with many countries some
of which are: Italy, Germany, France, England, United States of America, Greece and Cyprus.

1992: He was named Priest’s Assistant in the parish of Chekka, and his service was centered on the
following: Making spiritual instructions with the committees and pastoral movement. During his
studies he was member of the Knights and the van Guards of the Virgin and the Scouts of Lebanon,
later their chaplain. He was also member of the Apostolic Marial Movement and Chaplain of Cari-
tas and the association Faith and Light. He was the founder of this association in Chekka.

He founded the Spiritual and Pastoral Centre for Laity; he followed the restoration of the churches
and halls in the parish.

1992: He was nominated “Delegate of the Diocese”, at the committee preparing the Synod for Le-
banon, by the late Archbishop Antoun JOUBEIR and together with a group of clergy and laity was
responsible for activating the synod in all the regions of the diocese.

Since the year 1992, he has lectures in the liturgical sciences at the Holy Spirit University in Kaslik-
The Liturgical Institute, and AL- Antonyya University - Karm Saddeh Branch, Notre Dame Univer-
sity — Louaize — North Lebanon Campus and Sagesse University.

1993: His Beatitude, Cardinal Mar Nassrallah Boutros SFEIR appointed him secretary of the Patriar-
chal Liturgical Commission.

1994: He was nominated “responsible” for the missionary activities in the diocese by the late Arch-
bishop Gebrayel TOUBIA.
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1997: He was nominated an Episcopal Vicar for Pastoral Affairs by the late Archbishop Youhanna
Fouad EL-HAUJ.

Since the year 1997, he assumed the responsibilities of coordinating the mutual visits and projects
between the Maronite Archdiocese of Tripoli and Nancy-Toul Diocese in France.

1997: He was nominated General Secretary of the Episcopal Liturgical Commission by His Excel-
lency Msgr Boutros GEMAYEL.

1997: He participated in the preparation of the liturgical texts and the coordination of the celebra-
tions during the visit of the Pope John Paul II, to Lebanon.

1998: He was named priest of Saint Maron parish in Tripoli, and his service was centered on the
following: Activating the committees and the pastoral movements; Promoting the ecumenism rela-
tionship in Tripoli; Communicating with the different religious families on the basis of mutual re-
spect and sharing in some social and human activities; The foundation of Saint Maron Library for
the promulgation of the Christian culture; Reactivating of Catholic Clubs as « Cercle de la Jeunesse
Catholique » (CJC).

2000: He was nominated, Vicar General of the Archdiocese and coordinator of its committees and
councils by the late Archbishop Youhanna Fouad EL-HAJJ. His service was directed towards: The
diocese’s committees and councils; The effectiveness of the spiritual and missionary life; Taking
care of the social aspect (the administration of Saint Maron Dispensary, and the recruitment Office
and also the chaplain of Caritas Tripoli); The cultural task in theological and human aspects. He
was nominated Vice President of the Patriarchal Liturgical Commission by His Beatitude, Cardinal
Mar Nassrallah Boutros SFEIR.

2003: He was nominated “Delegate” of the diocese and “Liturgical Expert” at the Maronite Patriar-
chal Synod.

2006: He was nominated an Episcopal Vicar for the Pastoral Affairs and a coordinator to promote
the Maronite Patriarchal Synod, and Assistant for planning the pastoral diocesan program by His
Excellency Mgr George BOU JAOUDE.

In 2007, he participated in some academic activities and seminars relating to the maronite liturgical
reforms, and the religious dimensions in Lebanon and the Middle East at the Sorbonne University
(EPHE).

On 28 March 2008 he was elected president of the sacerdotal league in Lebanon.

On 29 October 2008, The Pope Benedictus the Sixteenth has approved the election of Msgr. Yous-
sef Antoine Soueif by the Holy Synod of the Maronite Church, as Archbishop of Cyprus for the
Maronites. By this mission, he succeeds Archbishop Boutros Gemayel.

On 6 December 2008, the Patriarch Cardinal Nasrallah Boutros Sfeir ordained Msgr Youssef Soueif
Archbishop, in the presence of the members of the Maronite Patriarchal Synod at the Basilica of
Our Lady of Lebanon-Harissa.

On 21 December 2008, the Mass of the Enthronement of the Archbishop Youssef Soueif took place
at the Maronite Cathedral of Our Lady of Graces, in Nicosia-Cyprus.

On 1* October 2009 he became a member of the CCEE — the Council of European Catholic Bi-
shops.
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Activités

Comme secrétaire et ensuite Vice Président de la Commission Patriarcale Maronite pour la
Liturgie, 1I’Archevéque Souief continue la recherche sur tous les sujets qui forment le plan
de la réforme que la Commission exécute: le Missel, les anaphores et en particulier
I’ Anaphore de St Pierre Ne II1, dite Sharrar, qui a été réintégrée dans la Pastorale Liturgique
depuis presque de 300 ans, le Lectionnaire, le Baptéme et le Myron; le Pontifical; le Cou-
ronnement; les Funérailles (Gennazat); la Réconciliation; 1’Onction des malades; le Réper-
toire des Hymnes Liturgiques. Projet en cours : les priéres des Heures.

Publications Liturgiques et Conférences

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

La pré-anaphore et I’anaphore maronite de St Pierre Ne III. Commentaires historique
et Liturgique (These de doctorat, PIO, Rome 1992);Excerpta, PIO, Rome 1995).

«La démarche de la liturgie syriaque maronite». Les Liturgies syriaques - Acte du col-
loque I, Antélias (Liban) 1993.

«Diverses anaphores. Particularit¢ de la messe syriaque occidentale». La Génie de la
Messe Syriaque - Patrimoine Syriaque, Actes du colloque II, Antélias (Liban) 1994.
«Les martyrs dans la messe Syriaque, Maronite». Les martyrs dans la liturgie — Série de
conférences, 20, Kaslik (Liban) 1995.

«Les processions liturgiques dans la messe maronite, syriaque et chaldéenne». Les sa-
cramentaux et les processions liturgiques dans la messe maronite — Série de confé-
rences, 21, Kaslik (Liban) 1996.

«Le Saint Esprit dans la messe». Le Saint Esprit dans la Liturgie - Série de conférence,
25, Kaslik (Liban) 1999.

«Dieu le Pére dans la messe». Dieu le Pére dans la liturgie - Série de conférence, 26,
Kaslik (Liban) 2000.

La liturgie : «Actualisation du salut». Colloque de la ligue biblique, Liban 2000.

«Les catéchumeénes et I’initiation chrétienne». Les Sacrements de I’'Initiation Chré-
tienne, Série de conférence, 27, Kaslik (Liban) 2001.

Anaphore St Pierre: «Sharrar» (Le mystere de I’Eucharistie et de 1la messe), Kaslik (Li-
ban) 2004.

«L’anaphore maronite Sharrary, introduction a la lecture de 1’anaphore, dans Mélanges
dédiés au Rev. Abbé Jean Tabet, Kaslik (Liban) 2005.

La liturgie maronite lecture critique de le reforme. Intervention dans un séminaire de
recherche dirigé par le professeur Bernard Heyberger a la Sorbonne 2007.

«Les Défits pour les Eglises du Moyen Orienty, session de la R.0.A.C.O., Rome 2010.
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